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"perfectibility". It was a symptom of warning to
the drones of his day. It showed that the thoughtful
classes were becoming dimly sensible that something
was wrong in the social organisation; and that a
selfish and indolent aristocracy should be called upon
to put its house in order. The denunciation of
luxury meant, in short, that the rich and powerful
were accused of indulgence in pleasures which they
had not earned by services, but by the rigid enforce-
ment of class privileges. Considered from this point
of view, as the muttering of a coming storm, as the
expression of a vague foreboding that the world was
somehow out of joint, we may see more meaning
than appears at first sight, in the old-fashioned com-
monplaces of our great-grandfathers. The language
has changed its form; but the discontent at the mis-
use of wealth in various forms has certainly not
diminished since that time.

Obviously, then, the question of luxury is con-
nected with very wide and deep problems as to what
is the proper use of wealth, and might lead us into
ultimate questions as to the justification of the right
to private property at all. I shall try, however, to
keep as closely as may be to the particular aspect of
such problems, which is immediately relevant to this
particular question. And for this purpose, I think it
will be convenient to take two points separately.